
From: Ackerman, Mark
To: Aiello, Christine (DEQ)
Cc: Buckmaster, Tarek (DEQ); Schaller, Andrea; Rosenberg, Kathryn
Subject: 40 cfr 124.57 (Alt. Thermal Limitation, i.e. 316(a) Public Notice Requirements)
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Hi Christine. Here is an example from MI with the additional 316(a) public notice requirements.
 
Mark Ackerman (he/him/his) | Water Division Permits Branch, U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency | 77 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago, IL  60604 | ph: 312-353-4145 |
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
 
 Date:   
 Permit No. MI0005827 
 American Elec Power-Cook Plt 
 
 
The Department of Environmental Quality (Department) proposes to reissue a discharge permit 
to:  the Indiana Michigan Power Company for the American Electric Power Company, Donald C. 
Cook Nuclear Plant located at One Cook Place, Bridgman, Michigan 49106.  The applicant 
produces electricity for sale and distribution.  The applicant discharges noncontact condenser 
cooling water, miscellaneous low volume wastes, intake screen wash water, treated chemical 
metal cleaning wastes, and storm water runoff to Lake Michigan, in the NW1/4, SW1/4, Section 
6, Town 6 S, Range 19 W, Berrien County.   
 
The draft permit includes the following modifications to the previously-issued permit:  At 
Outfalls 001 and 002, the monitoring frequency for pH has been reduced from daily to weekly 
and the total mercury limits have been deleted.  The implementation of the pollutant 
minimization program for total mercury has been suspended due to the deletion of the limits.  At 
Outfall 001, new hydrazine limits have been added and the requirements for the submittal of a 
pollutant minimization program for hydrazine have been included.  At internal monitoring points 
00A and 00B, limits for total suspended solids and oil & grease based on federal categorical 
standards have been added and outfall observation monitoring requirements have been 
deleted.  New 316(a) thermal demonstration update requirements have been added.  New 
storm water pollution prevention requirements have been added that will necessitate updates to 
the permittee’s Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) – due within 6 months of the 
permit’s effective date. 
 
The permittee has requested the current alternative thermal effluent limitation developed under 
Clean Water Act Section 316(a) for discharges from outfalls 001 and 002 to be extended in the 
reissued permit instead of thermal limitations applicable under Clean Water Act Section 301 or 
306 and Michigan Water Quality Standards.  The thermal wasteload allocation for the mixing 
zone is 15,800 million British Thermal Unit (BTU)/Hour and the applicable Water Quality 
Standards on Temperature for Lake Michigan are: 
 
Month Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Maximum 
(ºF) 


45 45 45 55 60 70 80 80 80 65 60 50 


Average 
(ºF) 


42 42 42 52 57 67 77 77 77 62 57 47 


 
The Department has determined the current alternative thermal effluent limitation of 17,300 
million BTU/Hour will be protective of the receiving waters and proposes to continue the 
authorization in the reissued permit.  In addition, a 316(a) Thermal Demonstration Update is 
required to verify the alternative thermal effluent limitation will ensure the protection and 
propagation of the balanced and indigenous biological community within the area of influence of 
the thermal discharge. 
 
Comments or objections to the draft permit received by           , will be considered in the final 
decision to issue the permit.  Persons desiring information regarding the draft permit, 
procedures for commenting, or requesting a hearing should contact Alvin Lam, Permits Section, 







Water Resources Division, Department of Environmental Quality, P.O. Box 30458, Lansing, 
Michigan 48909, telephone:  517-284-5597, e-mail:  lama@michigan.gov.  
 
Copies of the permit application, Public Notice, Fact Sheet, and draft permit may be obtained 
via the Internet (http://www.deq.state.mi.us/owis - click on ‘Permits on Public Notice’) or at the 
Water Resources Division Kalamazoo District Office located at 7953 Adobe Road, Kalamazoo, 
Michigan 49009-5025, telephone:  269-567-3500.   
 






